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Markham Civic Centre
101 Town Centre Boulevard
Markham, ON, L3R 9W3

December 20, 2024

RE: MOTION OF SUPPORT OF SOLVETHECRISIS.CA CAMPAIGN

This will confirm that at a meeting held on December 18, 2024, the Council of the City of
Markham adopted the following resolution:

Whereas the City of Markham supports the SolvetheCrisis.ca Campaign and
requests that the Provincial and Federal Governments take Action to Address the
Growing Mental Health, Addictions and Homelessness Crisis in Ontario; and,

Whereas there is a humanitarian crisis unfolding on the streets in our cities, large and
small, urban and rural, across Ontario. The time for words is over, we need immediate
action at all levels of government, starting with the Province of Ontario; and,

Whereas the homelessness, mental health and addictions crisis continues to grow with
3432 drug related deaths in Ontario in 2023 and over 1400 homeless encampments
across Ontario communities in 2023?; and,

Whereas the province has provided additional funding and supports, such as the recent
investment of $378 million for HART Hubs and approximately 375 beds with wraparound
supports, it does not adequately address the growing crisis and the financial and social
impact on municipalities and regions across the province; and,

Whereas municipalities and regions are stepping up and working with community
partners to put in place community-specific solutions to address this crisis, but
municipalities and regions lack the expertise, capacity, or resources to address these
increasingly complex health care and housing issues alone; and,

Whereas this is primarily a health issue that falls under provincial jurisdiction and
municipalities and regions should not be using the property tax base to fund these
programs; and,

Whereas there is no provincial lead focused on this crisis leading to unanswered questions
that span over a dozen ministries, and a lack of support to manage the increasing needs of
those who are unhoused.

Therefore, be it resolved that the City of Markham supports the SolvetheCrisis.ca
Campaign; and,

That the City of Markham calls on provincial and federal governments to commit to
immediate action to solve the Humanitarian Crisis that Ontario is facing as the numbers of
unhoused individuals and those suffering with mental health & addictions grows
exponentially; and,

That the Province officially makes Homelessness a Health Priority; and,

That the Province appoint a responsible Minister and Ministry with the appropriate funding
and powers as a single point of contact to address the full spectrum of housing needs as
well as mental health, addictions and wrap around supports; and,

That the provincial government strike a task force with broad sector representatives
including municipalities, regions, healthcare, first responders, community services, the
business community and the tourism industry to develop a Made in Ontario Action Plan.

That this provincial task force reviews current programs developed by municipalities,
regions and community partners that have proven successful in our communities, to
ensure that solutions can be implemented quickly and effectively to tackle this crisis; and,

That the federal government is included in these conversations; and,
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Markham Civic Centre
101 Town Centre Boulevard
Markham, ON, L3R 9W3

That both levels of government provide adequate, sufficient and sustainable funding to
ensure that municipalities have the tools and resources to support individuals suffering
with mental health and addictions, including unhoused people and those from vulnerable
populations that may be disproportionately impacted; and,

That Markham City Council calls on the residents of Markham to join us in appealing to
the provincial and federal governments for support by visiting SolveTheCerisis.ca and
showing your support; and further,

That a copy of this motion be sent to:

» The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada

» The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and
Communities of Canada

» The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario

» The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health

»  The Honourable Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

» The Honourable Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social

Services

«  The Honourable Michael Tibollo, Associate Minister of Mental Health and
Addictions

e Local MPs

» Local MPPs and
» Ontario’s Big City Mayors

Should you have any questions, please contact Kimberley Kitteringham via email at
Clerkspublic@markham.ca.

Yours sincerely,

==

Kimberley Kitteringham
City Clerk

1 Office of the Chief Coroner, Ontario (2024). OCC Opioid Mortality Summary Q4 2023. [PDF] .
https: . -opioid-and- -drug-rel - h-



https://odprn.ca/occ-opioid-and-suspect-drug-related-death-data/
https://www.amo.on.ca/sites/default/files/assets/DOCUMENTS/Homelessness/2024/AMO_Homeless-Encampments-in-Ontario_2024-07-02.pdf
https://www.amo.on.ca/sites/default/files/assets/DOCUMENTS/Homelessness/2024/AMO_Homeless-Encampments-in-Ontario_2024-07-02.pdf

John D. Elvidge

0 ToronTo

) L Secretariat Tel: 416-392-7032
City Clerk's Office Sylwia Przezdziecki . 11R.200.
i : Fax: 416-392-2980
Council Secretariat Support .
City Hall, 12" Floor, West e-mail: o
100 Queen StreetWest Sylwia.Przezdziecki@toronto.ca
Toronto, Ontario M5H 2N2 web: www.toronto.ca

In reply please quote:
Ref.: 24-MM23.1
(Sent by Email)

December 20, 2024

ALL ONTARIO MUNICIPALITIES:
Subject: Member Motion Item 23.1
Declaring Toronto a Paid-Plasma-Free Zone - by Councillor Chris Moise,
seconded by Councillor Alejandra Bravo (Ward All)
City Council on November 13 and 14, 2024, adopted ltem MM23.1 and in doing so, has forward
this item to Canadian Blood Services, federal, provincial and territorial Ministers of Health,
Grifols Pharmaceuticals, and all Ontario Municipalities and requested that they support only
voluntary blood and plasma collection, where donors do not receive payment for their blood or
plasma.

Yours sincerely,
Noks Warkakes o

for City Clerk

S. Przezdziecki/mp

Attachment
Sent to:  All Ontario Municipalities

Chief Executive Officer, Canadian Blood Services
Chief Executive Officer, Grifols Canada

C. City Manager


https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2024.MM23.1

MTI]HI]NII] Decisions

City Council

Member Motions - Meeting 23

MM23.1 ACTION Adopted Ward: All

Declaring Toronto a Paid-Plasma-Free Zone - by Councillor Chris
Moise, seconded by Councillor Alejandra Bravo

City Council Decision
City Council on November 13 and 14, 2024, adopted the following:

1. City Council express its opposition to the operation of private for-profit blood collection
companies in the City.

2. City Council forward this item to Canadian Blood Services, federal, provincial and territorial
Ministers of Health, Grifols Pharmaceuticals, and all Ontario Municipalities and request that
they support only voluntary blood and plasma collection, where donors do not receive payment
for their blood or plasma.

Summary

In the City of Toronto, we uphold the principle of voluntary blood and plasma donation,
acknowledging its vital importance as a public good. Our commitment derives from the lessons
of Canada’s tainted blood crisis, which tragically claimed approximately 8,000 lives. The
subsequent Royal Krever Commission urged a fully voluntary, non-payment oriented blood and
plasma donation system.

Within our Ontario healthcare system, we perceive blood donations as a priceless public
resource, underscoring the need to safeguard the integrity of the public, voluntary donor
system.

The Voluntary Blood Donations Act of Ontario strengthens this stance, legislating against the
payment of donors and prohibiting donors from receiving financial compensation for their
blood or plasma.

Canada Blood Services plans to open five paid plasma clinics, including one in Toronto, by
2025. This issue needs immediate attention and action. The public health community has raised
concerns about Grifols Pharmaceuticals' plans to open a Toronto clinic. It's vital we protect
vulnerable residents from exploitation by for-profit plasma collection companies offering cash
for blood-plasma, a predatory practice.

In bringing this motion forward, we strive to reinforce the principles of voluntary, non-
remunerated blood and plasma donation, protecting both the integrity of Canada’s public blood
system and the dignity of blood donors.



Background Information (City Council)

Member Motion MM23.1
(https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2024/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-249600.pdf)
Attachment 1 - Resolution to Declare the City of Hamilton a "No Paid Plasma Zone"
(https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2024/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-250144.pdf)
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December 24, 2024

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau
Prime Minister of Canada

Office of the Prime Minister

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

Sent by email to: justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca

Re: Council Resolution Regarding Requesting the Redistribution of
Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to Municipalities for Sustainable
Infrastructure Funding

At its regular meeting of Council held on December 4, 2024, the Township of Amaranth
Council passed the following motion:

Resolution #: 5

Moved by: B. Metzger
Seconded by: A. Stirk

BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

Whereas municipalities face growing infrastructure needs, including roads, bridges, public
transit, water systems, and other critical services, which are essential to community well-
being and economic development; and

Whereas the current sources of municipal revenue, including property taxes and user fees,
are insufficient to meet these increasing demands for infrastructure investment; and

Whereas the Province of Ontario currently collects the Land Transfer Tax (LTT) on property
transactions in municipalities across the province, generating significant revenue that is not
directly shared with municipalities; and

Whereas the Federal Government collects the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on property
transactions, a portion of which could be directed to municipalities to address local
infrastructure needs; and

Whereas redistributing a portion of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to
municipalities would provide a predictable and sustainable source of funding for local
infrastructure projects without creating a new tax burden on residents or homebuyers; and


mailto:justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca

Whereas a redistribution of a portion of the existing Land Transfer Tax and GST would
allow municipalities to better plan and invest in long-term infrastructure initiatives,
supporting local economic growth and improving the quality of life for residents;

Now Therefore Be It Hereby Resolved That Township of Amaranth Council formally
requests

1.

The Provincial Government to consider redistributing a portion of the Land Transfer
Tax collected on property transactions to municipalities; andRequest the
Redistribution of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to Municipalities for
Sustainable Infrastructure Funding

Be It Further Resolved That the Township of Amaranth Council calls on the Federal
Government to allocate a percentage of the GST collected on property sales to
municipalities; and

Be It Further Resolved That this redistribution of the Land Transfer Tax and GST
should be structured to provide predictable and sustainable funding to municipalities,
allowing for better long-term planning and investment in infrastructure projects that
benefit local communities, thus ensuring that local governments receive a fair share
of the revenue to address critical infrastructure needs; and

Be It Further Resolved That copies of this resolution be forwarded to Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, Premier Doug Ford, the Ontario Minister of Finance, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, local Members of Parliament (MPs) and Members of
Provincial Parliament (MPPs); and

Be It Further Resolved That copies of this resolution be forwarded to all 444
Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for their endorsement and advocacy.

CARRIED

Please do not hesitate to contact the office if you require any further information on this matter.

Yours truly,

~ \

(

N N\
GARY

QN ~~—

Nicole Mértin, Dipl. M.A.
CAO/Clerk
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Motion # 12/11/24 - 02

Title: Property Taxation Implications Related to Non-Market Valuation of Electricity
Industry Properties, CAO General-2024-33

Date: Wednesday, December 11, 2024

Moved by: Rory Cavanagh

Seconded by: Beth Blackwell

Whereas the Municipality of Kincardine is a proud host community of the Bruce Nuclear Generating
Site where Bruce Power generates 30% of Ontario’s electricity needs; and

Whereas two decades ago the Province of Ontario adopted a property tax assessment model that
continues to apply to Ontario’s nuclear generation facilities; and

Whereas the Province assessment model includes non-market property valuation for electricity
generating properties; and

Whereas the Municipality of Kincardine undertook a study in 2024 which has shown that the Provincial
assessment model is compromising fairness and shifting the tax burden away from the electricity
industry properties and onto the broader property tax base within the host community; and

Whereas the study demonstrated that this is primarily attributable to the assessed value of the subject
properties being held almost static over several reassessment cycles, resulting from the Provincially
prescribed rules for electricity generating, transmission and distribution properties; and

Whereas the Provincial model results in a disparity between the continuously updated market values
assigned to the majority of properties and the static, non-market-based formula applied to electricity
industry properties means that the tax burden shifts onto non-industry taxpayers; and

Now Therefore be it Resolved That municipal staff be directed to send communication to the Premier
of Ontario, Minister of Energy and Electrification, the Minister of Finance, and the local MPP, to request
that the Province undertake an immediate review and update the property tax assessment model for
Ontario’s nuclear generation facilities and other properties within the electricity industry, and copy the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario and all Ontario Municipalities.

Carried.

Jennifer Lawrie

Clerk




Subject: South Stormont Resolution - Redistribution of a portion of Land Transfer Tax and Goods and Services Tax to
Municipalities

Date: December 24, 2024 12:01:26 PM
image001.png

Good day,

Please be advised that Council of the Township of South Stormont passed the following
resolution on December 18, 2024:

Resolution No.: 253/2024
Moved By: Deputy Mayor Andrew Guindon
Seconded by: Councillor Cindy Woods

Whereas municipalities face growing infrastructure needs, including roads,
bridges, public transit, water systems, and other critical services, which are
essential to community well-being and economic development;

And whereas, the current sources of municipal revenue, including property
taxes and user fees, are insufficient to meet these increasing demands for
infrastructure investment;

And whereas, the Province of Ontario currently collects the Land Transfer Tax
(LTT) on property transactions in municipalities across the province, generating
significant revenue that is not directly shared with municipalities;

And whereas, the Federal Government collects the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) on property transactions, a portion of which could be directed to
municipalities to address local infrastructure needs;

And whereas, redistributing a portion of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and
GST to municipalities would provide a predictable and sustainable source of
funding for local infrastructure projects without creating a new tax burden on
residents or homebuyers;

And whereas, a redistribution of a portion of the existing Land Transfer Tax and
GST would allow municipalities to better plan and invest in long-term
infrastructure initiatives, supporting local economic growth and improving the

Now therefore be in resolved that Council of the Township of South Stormont
formally requests the Provincial Government to consider redistributing a portion
of the Land Transfer Tax collected on property transactions to municipalities;
Further, that Council of the Township of South Stormont calls on the Federal
Government to allocate a percentage of the GST collected on property sales to
municipalities;

Further, that this redistribution of the Land Transfer Tax and GST should be
structured to provide predictable and sustainable funding to municipalities,
allowing for better long-term planning and investment in infrastructure projects
that benefit local communities, thus ensuring that local governments receive a
fair share of the revenue to address critical infrastructure needs;
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Further, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, Premier Doug Ford, the Ontario Minister of Finance, the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, local Members of Parliament
(MPs) and Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs);

And further be it resolved that copies of this resolution be forwarded to
all 444 Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM), and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario
(AMO) for their endorsement and advocacy.

Result: CARRIED

Kind regards,

Ashley Sloan, AMP

Deputy Clerk
7] Marriage Officiant

Email: ashley@southstormont.ca
Phone: 613-534-8889 ext. 204
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: South Stormont Resolution - Rural Road Safety Program Implementation
Date: December 24, 2024 11:47:37 AM
Good day,

Please be advised that Council of the Township of South Stormont passed the
following resolution on December 18, 2024:

Resolution No.: 254/2024
Moved By: Councillor Reid McIntyre
Seconded by: Councillor Jennifer MacIsaac

Whereas rural, northern, and remote municipalities are fiscally strained
by maintaining extensive road networks on a smaller tax base;

And whereas preventing crashes reduces the burden on Ontario’s
already strained rural health care system;

And whereas roadway collisions and associated lawsuits are significant
factors in runaway municipal insurance premiums; preventing car
crashes can have a significant impact in improving municipal risk
profiles;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Township of South Stormont requests
that the Government of Ontario take action to implement the rural road
safety program that Good Roads has committed to lead;

And further that this resolution be circulated to all municipalities in
Ontario requesting their support, as well as the Premier of Ontario and
the Minister of Transportation.

Result: CARRIED

Kind regards,

Ashley Sloan, AMP

Deputy Clerk
7] Marriage Officiant

Email: ashley®@southstormont.ca
Phone: 613-534-8889 ext. 204

2 Mille Roches Road, PO Box 84, Long Sault, ON KOC 1PO
L2l > https://www.southstormont.ca
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Wednesday, October 09, 2024

To: City of Stratford Head of Council and Council Members

From: Good Roads

Subject: Establishment of an Ontario Rural Road Safety Program
Too many Ontarians are being seriously injured or killed on our roads.

In 2023, there were 616 people killed and 36,090 people injured. The number of
fatalities is up nearly 20% in the last ten years.

In 2021, the most recent year of complete data from MTQO’s Ontario Road Safety Annual
Report (ORSAR), there were 561 fatalities — 426 of which occurred on municipal roads.
While rural Ontario only represents 17% of the province’s population, 55% of these
deaths occurred on rural roads. By any measure, Ontario’s rural roads are
disproportionately more dangerous.

At the same time, municipal insurance premiums continue to increase. With no plausible
reform being considered for joint and several liability, municipalities need to find
innovative means for managing risk, particularly on their roadways,

To deal with this crisis, Good Roads has designed a multifaceted rural road safety
program and have been in discussions with the Ministry of Transportation to fund it.
The program would target a municipality’s most dangerous roads, perform road safety
audits, and install modern safety infrastructure that prevents serious injuries and save
lives. This program is designed to be cost effective while also providing rural
municipalities with a direct means for addressing risk associated with their roadways.

Good Roads has proposed leading a five-year $183 million program that leverages our
131 years of municipal road expertise and our industry partnerships to quickly put in
place the solutions that will address some of Ontario’s most dangerous roads.

Good Roads is seeking support to address these preventable tragedies.

If the City of Stratford would be interested in pursuing this, a Council resolution similar
to the example below should be adopted and sent to the Premier and the Minister of
Transportation:

WHEREAS official statistics from the Government of Ontario confirm that rural
roads are inherently more dangerous than other roads;

AND WHEREAS, despite only having 17% of the population, 55% of the road
fatalities occur on rural roads;
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AND WHEREAS, rural, northern, and remote municipalities are fiscally strained by
maintaining extensive road networks on a smaller tax base;

AND WHEREAS, preventing crashes reduces the burden on Ontario’s already
strained rural strained health care system;

AND WHEREAS, roadway collisions and associated lawsuits are significant factors
in runaway municipal insurance premiums. Preventing crashes can have a
significant impact in improving municipal risk profiles;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Stratford requests that the
Government of Ontario take action to implement the rural road safety program
that Good Roads has committed to lead. It will allow Ontario's rural municipalities
to make the critical investments needed to reduce the high number of people
being killed and seriously injured on Ontario’s rural roads; and

FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Premier Doug Ford, Hon.
Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation, Hon. King Surma, Minister of
Infrastructure, Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Lisa Thompson,
Minister of Rural Affairs, Hon. Trevor Jones, Associate Minister of Emergency
Preparedness and Response, and Hon. Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health, and Good
Roads; and

FURTHER THAT this resolution be circulated to all municipalities in Ontario
requesting their support.

If you have any questions regarding this initiative please contact Thomas Barakat, Good
Roads’ Manager of Public Policy & Government Relations, at thomas@goodroads.ca at
your convenience.

Sincerely,
c‘%’\ ™ VY
‘r_—xﬁ“ﬂ‘:{-'-—é‘mlw
Scott R. Butler Antoine Boucher
Executive Director President

Good Roads Board of Directors
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City of Stratford, Corporate Services Department
Clerk’s Office

City Hall, P. O. Box 818, Stratford, Ontario N5A 6W1
Tel: 519-271-0250, extension 5237

Email: clerks@stratford.ca

Website: www.stratford.ca

December 24, 2024
Sent via email: scott@goodroads.ca

Scott R. Butler,
Executive Director
Good Roads Association

Re: Resolution Regarding Establisment of an Ontario Rural Road Safety
Program

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence dated October 9, 2024, regarding the
above-mentioned matter.

The said correspondence was provided to Stratford City Council for their consideration as
part of the November 12, 2024, Council meeting Consent Agenda (CA-2024-189). At the
meeting, Council adopted the following resolution:

WHEREAS official statistics from the Government of Ontario confirm that rural
roads are inherently more dangerous than other roads;

AND WHEREAS, despite only having 17% of the population, 55% of the road
fatalities occur on rural roads;

AND WHEREAS, rural, northern, and remote municipalities are fiscally strained
by maintaining extensive road networks on a smaller tax base;

AND WHEREAS, preventing crashes reduces the burden on Ontario’s already
strained rural strained health care system;

AND WHEREAS, roadway collisions and associated lawsuits are significant
factors in runaway municipal insurance premiums. Preventing crashes can have
a significant impact in improving municipal risk profiles;
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Corporation of the City
of Stratford requests that the Government of Ontario take action to implement
the rural road safety program that Good Roads has committed to lead. It will
allow Ontario's rural municipalities to make the critical investments needed to
reduce the high number of people being killed and seriously injured on
Ontario’s rural roads; and

FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Premier Doug Ford,
Hon. Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation, Hon. King Surma, Minister
of Infrastructure, Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Lisa Thompson,
Minister of Rural Affairs, Hon. Trevor Jones, Associate Minister of Emergency
Preparedness and Response, and Hon. Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health, and
Good Roads; and

FURTHER THAT this resolution be circulated to all municipalities in Ontario
requesting their support.

Sincerely,

T. Dafoe

Tatiana Dafoe, Clerk

/mf

cc:  Premiere Doug Ford
Hon. Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation
Hon. Kinga Surma, Minister of Infrastructure
Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Agriculture
Hon. Lisa Thompson, Minister of Rural Affairs
Hon. Trevor Jones, Associate Minister of Emergency Preparedness and Response
Hon. Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health
Matthew Rae, Member of Provincial Parliament Perth-Wellington
Good Roads Association
All Ontario municipalities
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Bradford  Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury
West 100 Dissette Street, Unit 4, P.O. Box 100

GWllllmbur Yy Bradford, Ontario, Canada L3Z 2A7
%507 Phone: 905-775-5366
jleduc@townofbwg.com
A Growing Tradition

September 20, 2024 BY E-MAIL
Hon. Andrea Khanjin, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks

5th Floor

777 Bay St.

Toronto, ON M7A 2J3

Dear Minister Khanjin:

Ontario Deposit Return Program

I hope this letter finds you well. | am writing to formally address the recent discussions surrounding the
Ontario Deposit Return Program, particularly regarding our community residents asking us about the
recycling of nonalcoholic beverage plastics.

Whereas the Ontario Deposit Return Program has successfully incentivized the recycling of alcoholic
beverage containers, resulting in the removal of over 204,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions, we
recognize the potential for similar success with nonalcoholic beverages.

The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks highlighted in their June 2023 letter that they
are considering the adoption of a deposit-and-return system for nonalcoholic beverages. This initiative
presents a unique opportunity to further promote recycling, reduce litter, and encourage sustainable
practices among consumers.

Therefore, | am proud to announce that our Council endorses the expansion of the Ontario Deposit
Return Program to include nonalcoholic beverage containers. We believe that this expansion will not
only enhance environmental stewardship but also foster a culture of sustainability within our
community.

We encourage all stakeholders to support this initiative and work collaboratively towards its

implementation. Together, we can make a significant impact on our environment and set a positive
example for future generations.

Yours truly,

Mayor James Leduc
Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury

CC:

Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance

Hon. Caroline Mulroney, Member of Provincial Parliament for York-Simcoe
MPP Sandy Shaw, Opposition Environment, Conservation and Parks Critic
Ontario’s Municipal Councils and Conservation Authorities
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City of Stratford, Corporate Services Department
Clerk’s Office

City Hall, P. O. Box 818, Stratford, Ontario N5A 6W1
Tel: 519-271-0250, extension 5237

Email: clerks@stratford.ca

Website: www.stratford.ca

December 24, 2024
Sent via email — KMcKenna@townofbwg.com

Karin McKenna,
Committee Coordinatior & Accessibility Coordinator
Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury

Re: Resolution Regarding the Ontario Deposit Return Program

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence dated September 20, 2024, regarding
the above-mentioned matter.

The said correspondence was provided to Stratford City Council for their information as
part of the October 28, 2024, Council meeting Consent Agenda (CA-2024-176). Council
adopted the following resolution:

THAT CA-2024-176, being a resolution from the Town of Bradford West
Gwillimbury regarding the Ontario Deposit Return Program, be endorsed.

Sincerely,

T. Dafoe

Tatiana Dafoe Clerk

/mf

CC: Hon. Khanjin, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Association of Municipalities of Ontario
All Ontario municipalities
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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WATERLOO

September 26, 2024

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada

Dear Prime Minister:
Re: Solve the Crisis

Please be advised that the Council of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo at their
regular meeting held on September 25, 2024, approved the following motion:

Whereas there is a humanitarian crisis in cities, large and small, urban and
rural, across Ontario. We need immediate action at all levels of government,
starting with the Province; and

Whereas the homelessness, mental health and addictions crisis continues to
grow with 3432 drug related deaths in Ontario in 2023 as well as with an
estimated 234,000 Ontarians experiencing homelessness and over 1400
homeless encampments across Ontario communities in 2023; and

Whereas the province has provided additional funding for mental health,
addictions and homelessness programs, including the recently announced
Homelessness and Addiction Recovery Treatment (HART) Hubs, it does not
adequately address the growing crisis and the financial and social impact on
municipalities and regions across the province; and

Whereas municipalities and regions are stepping up and working with
community partners to put in place community-specific solutions to address
this crisis, but municipalities and regions lack the expertise, capacity, or
resources to address these increasingly complex health care and housing
issues alone; and

Whereas this is primarily a health issue that falls under provincial jurisdiction
and municipalities and regions should not be using the property tax base to
fund these programs; and
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Whereas there is no provincial Minister focused on this crisis leading to
unanswered questions that span over a dozen ministries, and a lack of
support to manage the increasing needs of those who are unhoused.

Now Therefore be it resolved that the Region of Waterloo supports the Solve
the Crisis Campaign;

And calls on provincial and federal governments to commit to immediate
action to solve the Humanitarian Crisis that Ontario is facing as the numbers
of unhoused individuals and those suffering with mental health & addictions
grows exponentially;

AND that the province officially makes Homelessness a Health Priority;

AND appoints a responsible Minister and Ministry with the appropriate funding
and powers as a single point of contact to address the full spectrum of
housing needs as well as mental health, addictions and wrap around
supports;

AND request that the provincial government strike a task force with broad
sector representatives including municipalities, regions, healthcare, first
responders, community services, the business community and the tourism
industry to develop a Made in Ontario Action Plan;

AND that this provincial task force reviews current programs developed by
municipalities, regions and community partners that have proven successful
in our communities, to ensure that solutions can be implemented quickly and
effectively to tackle this crisis.

AND provides the adequate, sufficient and sustainable funding to ensure that
municipalities have the tools and resources to support individuals suffering
with mental health and addictions, including unhoused people and those from
vulnerable populations that may be disproportionately impacted;

And that this Council calls on the residents across the Region of Waterloo to
join us in appealing to the provincial and federal governments for support by
visiting SolveTheCrisis.ca and showing your support;

And further that a copy of this motion be sent to:
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« The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Housing, Infrastructure
and Communities of Canada

e The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario

« The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier and Minister of
Health

« The Honourable Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing

« The Honourable Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community
and Social Services

« The Honourable Michael Tibollo, Associate Minister of Mental
Health and Addictions

+ Local and area MPs, MPPs and Heads of Council

o The Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Ontario’s Big City
Mayors and Mayors and Regional Chairs of Ontario

Please accept this letter for information purposes only. If you have any questions
please contact Regional Councillor Dorothy McCabe Dorothy.McCabe@waterloo.ca

Please forward any written responses to this letter to William Short, Director,
Council & Administrative Services/Regional Clerk
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca

Yours sincerely,

William Short, Director Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk

cc: Region of Waterloo Councillor Dorothy McCabe Dorothy.McCabe@waterloo.ca
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City of Stratford, Corporate Services Department
Clerk’s Office

City Hall, P. O. Box 818, Stratford, Ontario N5A 6W1
Tel: 519-271-0250, extension 5237

Email: clerks@stratford.ca

Website: www.stratford.ca

January 3, 2025
Sent via email — regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca

William Short,
City Clerk
Regional Municipality of Waterloo

Re: Resolution Regarding Solving the Crisis

We acknowledge receipt of your correspondence dated September 26, 2024, regarding
the above-mentioned matter.

The said correspondence was provided to Stratford City Council for their information as
part of the October 15, 2024, Council meeting Consent Agenda (CA-2024-171). Council
adopted the following resolution:

THAT CA-2024-171, being a resolution from the Regional Municipality of
Waterloo regarding Solve the Crisis, be endorsed.

Sincerely,

T. Dafoe

Tatiana Dafoe Clerk

/mf

cc:  Right Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada
Hon. Sean Fraser, Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities of Canada
Hon. Doug Ford, Premiere of Ontario
Hon. Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Hon Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services
Hon Michael Tibollo, Associate Minister of Mental Health and Addictions
Association of Municipalities of Ontario
All Ontario municipalities
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