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The properties impacted by the Drainage System are 814 and 816 Sparrow Road, 763 Gorham
Street, the Lydia Street Lands, and 233 and 217 Muriel Street (the “Properties”).

It is unclear who installed the Pipe, but it is assumed to have been the developer of the Sparrow
Road subdivision as the Town does not have an easement over the area over which the Pipe
traverses, does not maintain the Pipe, and does not have any record of its installation.

Over several years commencing in or about 2011 the owner of 763 Gorham Street experienced
significant ponding at the back on his property.

In September 2012 the Town retained an engineering consultant to study the issue and provide
recommendations. The consultant advised that the natural drainage swales and the Pipe no
longer functioned properly due to a lack of maintenance and overgrowth of vegetation. In
addition, the consultant recommended a design for improved drainage that would cost close to
$100,000 to construct. Implementation of the new design, which the Town considered
undertaking at its cost, required the consent of the owners of the Properties since the Town
required access to private property to complete the installation.

All owners, except the owners of 217 and 233 Muriel Street (the “Dissenting Owners”) consented
to the design. These 2 properties were key to the recommended design given their downstream
location. The Dissenting Owners advised the Town that they would consent to the new design
subject to a number of costly conditions to the Town. Accordingly, the implementation of the new
drainage system did not proceed.

Over the course of 2013 and 2014 the Town and the Councillor for Ward 2 held many meetings
with the residents to determine the reason for dissention and to attempt to mediate between the
neighbours without success.

In an effort to resolve the drainage problem, while at the same time faced with no clear legal
authority to proceed with the new system without the consent of all affected property owners to
access their properties, the Town determined that the drainage problem couid be improved by
compelling residents, through the Town's property standards bylaw, to maintain and clean the
ditches and swales on their private properties to encourage proper water flow. The maintenance
process was especially important for properties downstream being, 217 and 233 Muriel Street.

The Town and Ward Councillor held further meetings with the residents including the Dissenting
Owners, which resulted in the residents, including the Dissenting Owners, cleaning out their
respective ditches and swales. Upon this clean out, the system began to flow properly again and
resident drainage complaints to the Town subsided.

BUSINESS PLAN AND STRATEGIC PLAN LINKAGES

The Town’s approach in attempting to remediate inadequate drainage as amicably as possible
among all affected property owners in a fiscally sound manner is in keeping with the Town’s vision
of being Well-equipped & Managed, as well as with the Town’s vision of Living Well.
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CONSULTATION

Legal has consulted the Engineering Depariment regarding this matter.

HUMAN RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS

Staffing levels are not impacted as a result of matters discussed in this report.

BUDGET IMPACT (CURRENT AND FUTURE)

There was no budgetary impact in seeking to remediate the drainage problem through self
maintenance of the existing drainage system by the affected property owners.
CONTACT

For more infarmatinn nn this rennrt nlease Antonietta Mollicone, Senior Solicitor (905) 953-5300
ext. 2435

Respectfully submitted;
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