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DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES· ENGINEERING SERVICES 

INFORMATION REPORT ES 2015-10 


TO: Mayor Van Bynen and Members of Council 

COPY: R.N. Shelton, Chief Administrative Officer 
I. McDougall, Commissioner of Community Services 
A. Moore, Commissioner of Corporate Services 
Members of OL T 

SUBJECT: 	 By-law 837 - "A Bylaw to Prohibit the Sounding of Engine Whistles in the Town of 
Newmarket at Certain Times" 

ORIGIN: 	 Director, Engineering Services 

PREAMBLE 

In accordance with the Procedure By-law, any Member of Council may request this Information 
Report be placed on an upcoming Committee of the Whole agenda for discussion. 

BACKGROUND/COMMENTS 

At the Committee of the Whole meeting held on September 22, 2014, a motion was carried 
requesting "that staff review and report on GO Train operations including east-west road 
connections, grade separations, speed within the downtown core, frequency of whistles at the 
train intersections located at Water Street, Timothy Street and Davis Drive, along with feasibility of 
implementation of a regulated Signaled Pedestrian Crossing at Water Street, Doug Duncan Drive 
and Fairy Lake (pending budget deliberations)". Further communication with the Councillor who 
put forth the motion indicated that one of the intentions was to determine whether By-Law 837 "A 
Bylaw to Prohibit the Sounding of Engine Whistles in the Town of Newmarket at Certain Times", 
which was enacted on October 4, 1943, is still enforceable. The purpose of this report is to 
provide the Mayor and Members of Council with an update regarding enforcement of the Town's 
By-Law 837 (copy attached) with respect to train whistle blowing. 
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Staff has communicated with authorities at Transport Canada to discuss the enforcement of By­
l aw 837. The Town has been advised that, at the time that By-Law 837 was enacted (October 4, 
1943), the railway line through Newmarket was under federal jurisdiction and the By-Law applied 
to CN Rail. However, since that time, the railway line was sold to GO Transit (Metrolinx) and now 
falls under provincial jurisdiction. For this reason, By-Law 837 is not enforceable. 

Staff is currently working with GO Transit to review present and future GO Train operations that 
would affect east-west road connections, as well as potential future grade separations. Once 
obtained from GO Transit, this information, along with train speeds within the downtown core and 
the regulation and frequency of whistles at the train intersections located at Water Street, Timothy 
Street and Davis Drive will form part of a separate Information Report ,to be completed in the first 
quarter of 2015. 

The third component of the motion, which consists of the feasibility of implementation of a 
regulated signaled pedestrian crossing at Water Street, Doug Duncan Drive and Fairy Lake 
(pending budget deliberations) will be the subject of a third information report, which will also be 
completed in quarter one of 2015. 

CONTACT 

For more information on this report, please contact: Rachel Prudhomme, M.Sc., P.Eng., Director, 
Engineering Services at ext: 2501 or via email to rprudhomme@newmarket.ca 

Rachel Prudh mme, M.Sc., P.Eng. 
Director, Engineering Services 

R. Bingham, &.ff 
Manager, Engineering and Technical Services 

(S-~;Vee~~ 
Peter Noehammer, P. Eng. 
Commissioner, 
Development and Infrastructure Services 

RB:lm 
/attachment 
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BYLAW NUMBER 83f/ 

A BYLAW TO PROHIBIT THE SOUNDING OF ENGINE WHISTLES IN THE 'l'OWN 
OF NEWMARKET AT CERTAIN TIMES, 

WHEREAS consi derabl e inconvenience has been caused to 

the citizens of Newmarket by the sounding of whistles from 

Railway l ocomotives within the Town of Newmarket , particularl y 

during the hours when the residents are asleep • 
.Jc , • 

AND VIHEREAS , in vi e,w of the_ pi:otection to the crossings 

in the Town of Newmarket by the wig- wags system, it is felt 

that the sounding of the whistles at night is unnecessary; 

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the ~,unicipal Council of the 

Corporation of the Town of Newmarket : 

1 . It is prohibited to so und any engine whistle in 

respect of any highway crossing within the l imits of the Town 

of Newmarket , 

2, The said prohibition shall not appl y when there is 

r easonable g~ound for belief that it is necessary to sound an 

engine whistle in order to prevent an accident . 

3, The said prohibition shall not appl y between the hours 

of 6,00 a . m, and 10 , 00 p . m, Eastern Daylight Saving Time, 

4. This byl aw shall come into force if and when approved 

by an Order of The Boa rd of Transport Commissioners for Canada , 

L/ ~ 
PASSED this ~ day of 

~~ 
Clerx 
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O~DER NO . 64180 

THE BOARD .01!' 'I'RANSFO:r"tT COh-.1.lISSIONERS FOR CM~ADA 

MON"Tui..Y, 'l'BJ:;; STE DAY OF 
liOV:i'l"B.BH 1 A. D. l 943 

J. 	A . CROSS, K . C ., 
Chief Cor:m.dssioner . 

huGF. 	 ',iA.:?.DROPE , 
Asst . Chief Commi ssi oner . 

J . 	 _:i . .STONitw: , 
Con.missioner . 

G. 	 A . 8'l'ONE, 
Cor.::r'lissionar . 

F , 	1h. 1~cF};.~;11sor , 
CoJm,, i ssioner . 

rn Tirn l...•~T£I~ OF tl1e 
a pplication of. tt.e Council . 
of tb.e ·rown of Newmarket, i n 
the rrovince or Ontario , under 
Section 308 of the :'."{ailway Act, 
for .3.i)!):Coval or :5y-law .No . 83? 
.:prohibiting the sound ing o:f 
engine whistles at l evel cross
ings within t h e lirJ.it s of the 
Town 01' t'ew.:.iarket :

File No . 8342 .13 . 68 

­

­

u1ioN the recornnenclation ot: the Dlrector o:f 01)er ut ion 

of' ,tl:e Board-­

I1' LS OR.DE.r-1.:SD. tbat tlie said By-la w :r o . 83? of t he 

Town of Newmar ket , . on file with ·t;he Board under file :·Jo . 

8342 .13 . 68 , be , a nd it is hereby , approved. 

(S ' G'D) J . A. GROSS 

Chief Comnli.ssioner, 

The Board of Transport CorEr:"issioners for Canada. 

THE BOJl...'i.D Olt, TRA.Nf->POHT C01.·,1-::ISSIOE.f.HS 
FOH C~'.}.:ADA 

};xa.rr:ined and c6rtified as a· true· copy 

---·-·­

on 23 of the Railway Act . 

http:01.�,1-::ISSIOE.f.HS
http:liOV:i'l"B.BH
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OR.DER MO. MlEJO 

TD BOAlW .OF mANSFORT cm..l.ITSSIONERS FOrt C~ihlll.. 
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'· 
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~llil:Y• TJ-;}<; 8'l'E DAY 01' 
..!Q!ilf!i¥R I A. D. l 94!3 

J. ,i, -OROSS. K.C., 
Chief OoJ!ll'JJ.~siouer. 

RUGE ',i.A.aJ;iWP'.: I 
Asst. Ch1iat Conmssiorrer·, 

.·.l.·, ""~ ;m)f,~_,, 
cor,J.11.itdoner. 

G. A. STONi. . 
Co~:iseior,er. 

1 • :L L.ACH;.,.,RSOl· , 
CoElL,ieeioner. 

Il1 THJ.!: l .A.TT1::I1 0 .l1' the
application of. tt,.e council . 
of t _he ·!'own Of Newmarket, in
the r-rovinoe or Ontario, \Ulder

. Section 308 ot the ~{hilway Act,
ror a?proval or By-law No. 83?
prohibitilllS t1:.e soune..in8 ·of 

·engine nUtlea. e.t. l~.&t~...
1ngs within. t :Cis lWte at the 
Town of 1:ew,,,arket:

File No . 8342.13.68

I
I: 
I . 

i: 
I
I. 

I' 

U!>ON the recon:mer~ation or t he -01.r~tor of Operat1® 

ot ,the Board-·

tt IS 01tni;,0J!D the.t the said By•ltt1rFo~ 8:3'7 ..of tho

~own of'NiilWluark~t, . ori tile with ~ha Board. under tile ~Jo. 

8342.1:5•.MI, be[, tUJ.<i it ls hereby, a!)proved. 

(~'G'D) J. A. Ci:1085 
. 'rt~· ' :.. . ;:;;

~ . .,_ ..

. <-~ 
I ... 

Chiet CODmlissioner, 

The Boord or Trans:port Coxur,is;;;ioners tor ~cl&. 

THE bO.AlW O!!' .TRAh,~FORT dOt-J,::rnsrcr;£«S 

l'OR Q.>.i:~ 


I ~ • 

I' 
l%~1••~ and o&rt1t1ed ae a· true·copy 

I· . uad~r ~ - n 2~ ot the ~ilway- .Act • 

00Jlll1M1t~ra -to:r. c~. . · 

~ llo~ber lDt 19"'3. 


i 

•seora~tll'Y, ·'ftle .&oar ot 'IT&llSJ!Ol't 

http:8342.13.68
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